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INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc494436929][bookmark: _Toc494438246][bookmark: _Toc510501108][bookmark: _Toc510501361][bookmark: _Toc510501482][bookmark: _Toc485132959]1. Rationale of the study 
1.1. Over the past decades, many significant breakthroughs have been made thanks to the rapid development of science, information and technology. Renovations in education and training have been taking place in every corner of the world for the purpose of establishing an effective, practical, and cooperative education system, directly serving the country’s innovation, industrialization and integration. This brings both new opportunities and challenges for Vietnam’s education, whose approach needs to move from content-based approach to competence-based approach in order to have more high quality and well- educated students.  
1.2. Implementing the Resolution on the fundamental and comprehensive renovation of education and training, the program of general education after 2015 was established under the approach of learners' capacity building, which means creating an active learning environment for students and helping students develop their physical and mental capacity so that they can become a motivated, proactive, creative and confident learners who have a good sense of responsibility and  necessary qualities of a good citizen in the future.
1.3. As a part of the fundamental and comprehensive renovation of education and training, the subject of Literature in high schools can be described as instrumental, aesthetic, humane. It is a part of language and literature, which plays an important role in fostering students’ emotions and thoughts, developing their good qualities such as patriosm, kindness, industriousness, loyalty and sense of responsibility; developing their general knowledge and skills as well as specific literary competences such as language competence, and aesthetic competence, etc. through the teaching of language listening, speaking, reading and writing. Moreover, it helps develop students’ perception, evaluation and appreciation of literary texts and other values in life.   
1.4. The teaching of Literature subject in general and literary texts in particular is not an exception.  These days, learning literary texts provides students with ample opportunities to understand themselves and learn about the world; to share and to be shared; to love and to be loved; and to behave more reasonably. In addition, it helps to foster students’ love for Vietnamese language and Vietnamese literature, to improve their sense of origin and national identity, and to raise their awareness in preserving and developing Vietnam’s cultural values. More importantly, it helps students understand the vital roles that literature plays in every human’s life.    
It can be seen that the teaching of Literature and particularly literary texts in high schools has revealed a number of drawbacks in both theory and practice, which leads to the fact that the teaching quality has not met the objectives of the course and the training level. In accordance with the new changes, it is essential to conduct a theoretical and experimental research on the teaching of literary texts in high schools to find out approaches and methods of enhancing students’ literary competence. This also helps develop the teaching of literary texts in high schools under the direction ofcompetency-based education, or enhancing their activeness and creativeness, which then contributes to the training of human resources to achieve the country’s educational goals.   
With all the reasons mentioned above, we decided to conduct a study on “Enhancing students’ literary competence through the teaching of literary texts in high schools”. It is hoped that this study will partly contribute to the fundamental and comprehensive renovation of Vietnam’s education and training. 
[bookmark: _Toc494436930][bookmark: _Toc494438247][bookmark: _Toc510501109][bookmark: _Toc510501362][bookmark: _Toc510501483][bookmark: _Toc485132960]2. Aims of the study
[bookmark: _Toc494436931][bookmark: _Toc494438248][bookmark: _Toc510501110][bookmark: _Toc510501363][bookmark: _Toc510501484]This study is aimed to suggest some pedagogical solutions on enhancing literary competence for high school students through the teaching of literary texts.
3. Scientific hypothesis 
Supposing that the study can find out the appropriate approach and methods for enhancing students’ literary competence, some drawbacks in the current teaching of literary texts can be overcome, improving the quality in teaching of literary texts under the direction ofcompetency-based education.
[bookmark: _Toc494436932][bookmark: _Toc494438249][bookmark: _Toc510501111][bookmark: _Toc510501364][bookmark: _Toc510501485]4. Subjects of the study 
The subjects of the study include students’ literary competence and methods in the teaching of literary texts which helps enhance literary competence for high school students.  
[bookmark: _Toc494436933][bookmark: _Toc494438250][bookmark: _Toc510501112][bookmark: _Toc510501365][bookmark: _Toc510501486][bookmark: _Toc485132962]5. Research task 
- Provide a theoretical overview of competence, literary competence, and developing students’ literary competence in high schools.   
- Provide a theoretical and practical basis on different aspects of the study.  
- Suggest some methods and forms of teaching practice in order to evaluate and examine the feasibility and efficiency of the research topic. 
[bookmark: _Toc494436935][bookmark: _Toc494438252][bookmark: _Toc510501114][bookmark: _Toc510501367][bookmark: _Toc510501488][bookmark: _Toc485132964]6. Scope of the study
6.1. From theoretical basis 
High school students’ literary competence is a broad concept, including both language and aesthetic abilities. The scope of this study is limited to the enhancement of students’ aesthetic abilities through the teaching of literary texts in high schools.   
6.2. From practical basis
In this study, the researcher conducts an investigation into high school students’ literary competence in the teaching of literary texts and some teaching experiments in some high schools in Vinh Phuc, Hanoi and Quang Ninh.  
[bookmark: _Toc494436936][bookmark: _Toc494438253][bookmark: _Toc510501115][bookmark: _Toc510501368][bookmark: _Toc510501489]7. Research methods	
Research methods employed in the study include theoretical review, survey questionnaires, teaching experiments, expert referencing, contrastive analysis, data processing with the use of Excel and SPSS.   
[bookmark: _Toc494436937][bookmark: _Toc494438254][bookmark: _Toc510501116][bookmark: _Toc510501369][bookmark: _Toc510501490]8. Contributions of the study
8.1. From theoretical basis 
The study provides a theoretical and practical basis on literary competence, and then suggests some recommendations for enhancing students’ literary competence through the teaching of literary texts in high schools.  
8.2. From practical basis
The findings of the study show that developing students’ literary competence through the teaching of literary texts in high schools is of entire feasibility.  Moreover, the study suggests material sources for high school teachers and students to find out appropriate approaches and methods in teaching and learning literary texts under the direction ofcompetency-based education.    
[bookmark: _Toc485132967][bookmark: _Toc494436938][bookmark: _Toc494438255][bookmark: _Toc510501117][bookmark: _Toc510501370][bookmark: _Toc510501491]9. Design of the study
Apart from the Introduction, Conclusion, References, and Appendices, the study consists of four main chapters:
Chapter 1: An overview of the research topic
Chapter 2: A theoretical and practical basis of the study
Chapter 3: Methods for enhancing students’ literary competence through the teaching of literary texts in high schools.  
Chapter 4: Teaching experiments 


RESEARCH FINDINGS
[bookmark: _Toc485132969][bookmark: _Toc494436940][bookmark: _Toc494438257][bookmark: _Toc510456791][bookmark: _Toc510501119][bookmark: _Toc510501372][bookmark: _Toc510501493][bookmark: _Toc494436942][bookmark: _Toc494438259][bookmark: _Toc510456793][bookmark: _Toc510501121][bookmark: _Toc510501374][bookmark: _Toc510501495]CHAPTER 1. AN OVERVIEW OF THE RESEARCH TOPIC

1.1. An overview of competence 
The concept of “competence derives from the Latin word “Competentia”, which means conjunction and correspondence. In English, there have various ways to define the concept of competence, such as: (1) Capability: the ability performed in a certain situation; (2) Competency: the ability to perform an action or solve a problem in a certain field, using the knowledge, skills and willingness; (3) Ability: Personal qualities 
In addition, the concept of competence has been concerned in such other fieds as philosophy, general psychology, educational psychology, economics, sociology, and educational studies, etc. In general, it can be concluded from the analysis of above findings and materials [1], [9], [21], [27], [34], [44], [47], [48], [58], [67], [68], [71], [78], etc. that “competence” is a broad and complicated concept. These definitions share the same idea that competence is a system of mental abilities, including all academic and professional abilities needed for an individual and a community to achieve a specific goal.  
1.2. An overview of studies on literary competence
Phan Trong Luan (chief author) wrote in his course book “Literature Teaching Methodology” (2001) [52] that literary competence for students in high schools consists of the abilities to understand literary texts and to produce literary texts.    
Nguyen Thi Hong Van [98] mentioned a list of competencies formed through learning the subject of Literature such as: general competence, basic competence and specialized competence. She also emphasized that specialized competence is composed of receptive skills (reading and listening) and productive skills (speaking and writing).
In the book “The curriculum of Literature in Vietnam’s high schools” (2011) [84], Do Ngoc Thong defined literary competence as students’ abilities in Vietnamese language and literature. 
In the latest proposal of Literature curriculum in Vietnam’s high schools, Nguyen Minh Thuyet [6] highlighted the enhancement of literary competence, which includes communication skills, such as listening skills, speaking skills, reading skills and writing skills. 
Based on the analysis of [4], [5], [6], [10], [15], [27], [41], [82], [89], [99], we can conclude that literary competence has been discussed by a number of educational experts at different levels and to different extents. However, their views are all general and there is still no clear account of expressions and indicators of literary competence.  
[bookmark: _Toc494436948][bookmark: _Toc494438265][bookmark: _Toc510456799][bookmark: _Toc510501127][bookmark: _Toc510501380][bookmark: _Toc510501501]1.3. An overview of studies on literary competence in the teaching of literary texts 
Nguyen Thanh Hung discussed literary competence from specific views  in his published books and articles such as:  “Understanding Literature, Teaching Literature”” (2000);  “Reading and understanding literary texts” (2002);  “ Literary Text reading comprehension skills” (2014);  “High school students’ reading comprehension of literary texts”;  “Methods of teaching Literature in high schools:  Updated issues”  (2007). He highlighted the importance of literary text learning, describing it as a science and an art of constant linguistic practice created in each literary text, from which students’ reading comprehension skills are built and developed. 
Tran Dinh Su, in his research named “Reading comprehension - a breakthrough in the content and methods of the current teaching of Literature” [89] described the nature of literature as well as Literature teaching. He stated that teaching Literature means to develop students' reading competence, or reading comprehension skills so that they know how to read,  and then  are able to read and understand other texts of the same genre. Teaching Literature in the high school is not only to provide students with reading comprehension skills, but also develop their literary competence.  	Regarding the double roles of the teacher in teaching literary texts, Do Ngoc Thong [81] wrote: “In the teaching of literary texts, it is important to help students see the beauty expressed in the text, but it is more important to show students ways to find that beauty”  
In the article “Reading comprehension and teaching reading comprehension skills” [28] Nguyen Thai Hoa discussed the vital role of reading comprehension. He argued that “reading is a language behavior and an integrated skill” He defined reading comprehension as a set of reading skill and comprehension skill.   [p20].
In “Students’ perceptions on the reading of literary texts in Literature class” [74] Do Huy Quang stated that learning Literature includes text reading. However, to read and comprehend the text successfully is not easy, which needs the teacher’s help. 
As Pham Thi Thu Huong wrote in the article “Teaching Literature in high schools – A approach to the world” [38] teaching Literature in high schools does not only mean to teach language and literature , but it closely relates to the real life. In 2012, she published the book “Reading comprehension and its strategies employed in reading literary texts in high schools” [37]. She emphasized the roles of the reader and described the reader as the active participant during reading comprehension process. She also suggested some reading comprehension strategies as highlighting, side note taking, summarizing, collaborative note taking, inferencing and “brain movies”, etc. 
Nguyen Thi Hanh emphasized the importance and strategies of reading comprehension in primary schools  in her article “The teaching of reading comprehension in primary schools ” (2002) [22]
In “Reading comprehension of literary texts in secondary schools” as cited in “An approach to Literature” (2002) [26], Nguyen Trong Hoan described reading as “an approach to literature”, “and a creative experience”. He then highlighted the importance of reading comprehension, marking it as the key to the integrated teaching of Literature as for the comprehensive changes of teaching Literature in high schools.  
1.4. An overview of studies on enhancing students’ literary competence in the teaching of literary texts in high schools. 
In “Enhancing creative thinking in the teaching of literary texts” (2001) [25] Nguyen Trong Hoan suggested some ways of improving creative thinking in the teaching of literary texts such as leading students into  the lesson by using quotes or creative words,  fostering students’ imagination and creativity.; ….. [tr137- 180]
Some aspects of literary competence among high school students was also discussed in Nguyen Thi Thanh Huong [35] 
In the book “Improving students’ literary competence”  (1997) [77], the two authors, Truong Đuc Thanh, and Vu Ngoc Quang wrote about the literary competence of grade 4 students through some lessons of literary texts in the literature curriculum for primary students. However, they did not suggest ways of developing the literary competence for students
In the article, “Teaching and learning Literature under the direction of critical thinking enhancement”” (in book “Some methods of teaching and learning Literature in high schools”  compiled and edited by Nguyen Huy Quat và Hoang Huu Boi (2001) [73]), Dang Hien suggested some effective ways of enhancing students’ literary competence, such as: providing problematic situations for students to address to improve their memory, suggesting different interpretations of each literary imagery so that students can discuss and then choose the best interpretation.  
Looking at the same topic,  Nguyen Viet Chu also proposed some concepts and methods to improve students’ literary competence such as set of questions to check students’ art and literature perception, or set of questions to promote students’ imagination and connectivity, in the book “Methods used in the teaching of literary texts in high schools” (2010) [12]. 
In the doctoral dissertation “Enhancing the ability to understand, evaluate and appreciate literary language for students through the teaching of sonnets in high schools”, (2007) [2], Nguyen Thi Que Anh discussed the characteristics of sonnets and suggested ways to enhance the literary competence for students through the teaching of sonnets in high schools. 
In the doctoral dissertation “Ways to enhance the perception of free verse poems for high school students ” (2007) [45], Nguyen Duc Khuong suggested some specific solutions in enhancing the perception of free verse poems for high school students. By reading the text, students can have understanding about the text, and find out some appropriate ways to perceive artistic values, ideologies and messages conveyed in the text.  
Based on the analysis of books and articles [4], [6], [7], [10], [15], [17], [23], [35], [40], [50], [51], [56], [57], [63], [75], [81], …. we find out that:
· Literary competence has been studied from different views and at different levels. It can be concluded that this is an essential ability that students in high schools need to be provided and developed. 
· In recent years, the enhancement of literary competence for high schools students have attracted more attention, however, there is still no detailed research on this issue and  no previous research discussed the importance and suggested specific ways of enhancing literary competence for high school students through the teaching of literary texts.  
CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER 1
1. Many researchers have been concerned with competence and research findings on competence.
2. The review of previous studies helps to clarify the concepts of literary competence, and to identify literary competencies students should be provided through the teaching of Literature subject. Thus, it can be concluded that there should be an in-depth research on developing students’ literary competence through the teaching of literary texts.
3. Based on the analysis of previous studies, this dissertation continues to provide concepts of literary competence and characteristics of literary competence in the teaching of literary texts in high schools.  



CHAPTER 2: THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL BASIS 
2.1. Theoretical basis
2.1.1. Literary competence
Literary competence is a popularly used terminology in social science and there have been numerous ways of understanding this term. 
An overview of several published works of such authors as Ho Ngoc Dai [16], Phan Trong Luan [51], Nguyen Thanh Hung [33], Nguyen Thi Hong Van [99],  Pham Minh Dieu [15], Do Ngoc Thong, ...... and the investigation into such documents including [2], [4], [5], [12], [15], [18], [41], [49],  [55], [57], … shows that literary competence is a broad and complicated term. For the purpose of our research, literary competence is defined as the following: 
Firstly, literary competence is the competence gained from the Literature course. 
Secondly, literary competence is the aesthetics abilities. 
Thirdly, literary competence is the ability to flexibly and creatively apply Literature knowledge, skills, attitude and motivation to act properly and effectively in literary situations arising in learning and in the real life. 
Finally, literary competence is measured by the degree by which basic knowledge and skills of Literature and Vietnamese Language are applied in real life and learning communication. This is the basis for improving learners’ cultural knowledge, educating, forming and developing great ideology and sense of humanities. 
2.1.2. Literary competence in the teaching and learning of literary texts. 
2.1.2.1. The concept of literary texts in high schools. 
* The concept of literary texts
“Literary text” is a familiar term to research of social science. From the view points of such authors as Hoang Phe [70], Le Ba Han [95], Tran Dinh Su [93], Le Ngoc Tra [88], Huynh Nhu Phuong [72], Phuong Luu [59], Nguyen Thanh Hung [31], Nguyen Thi Thanh Huong [35], Phan Trong Luan [55], ….. we conclude that literary text is the author’s creativity, “an aesthetic textual structure developed into a complete entity”, in order to reflect the reality of the social life. Literary text is a conscious formation of the potential of subjective creativity with the ability to gather and welcome the sympathy, resonance, and sublimation so that readers living another life can overcome the stagnation of the daily subjectivity. Also with the words, the author implicitly conveys something to readers from all walks of life. 
* The concept of literary texts in high schools 
On the basis of emphasizing the nature of creativity in producing and perceiving literary texts of different people’ subjectivity, and focusing on the potential magics of literary linguistics, we define the concept of literary texts in high schools as: (1) an aesthetic text with basic features of a textual artwork that provides students with the aesthetic perception education of the beauty, (2) a complete work (or outstanding excerpts) with ideological and aesthetic values that is appropriate to students of different learning stages; representing for the national and the world literature. 
 However, in conveying their lofty mission, the literary texts themselves cause a number of difficulties for the teaching process such as language aesthetics, fiction, and polysemy. 
* The Concept about teaching literary works
Teaching tradditional literary works has been considered as “literature lecture and analysis” with teacher-centered class module in which the teacher say, students listen and record in a passive and mechanical manner. Teaching literary works is communicating “the beauty” of literature in the teacher’s ways which are made by the teacher with little attention to development of student’s reading skill and promotion of student’s activeness.
In today world, literary works teaching has been perceived as the process of teaching “literary works reading”, “literary works reading comprehension”, as “the dialogue between students, teachers and text” on the way to the truth, the beauty and the goodness. Teachers organize and guide students to read literary works and help them develop literary works reading comprehension ability. “The task of any school is to provide students with reading skill so that the students can self-read, and then self-learn for growing up and actively joining social activities in real life” [96; p 86]. In other words, it is the process of learning, deciphering, analyzing the meaning of the word structure to capture the meaning of the works; is to teach meanings of the text. 
2.1.2.2. Elements of literary competence in the teaching of. Literary texts at high schools 
By inheriting the system of literary competence being studied and popularized today, it can be seen that in the teaching of literary texts, the aesthetic competence is a featured element that even includes the language competence. With the scope of this research, the author places emphasis on the aesthetic competence and proposes the componential competence of the aesthetic competence in the teaching of literary texts as following:
*The competence of reading for the beauty
This is considered as the central competence of the teaching of literary texts in high schools. The target of teaching literary texts is to find the aesthetic meaning for the works. The lessons end and leave students with bunch of thoughts about themselves and the life; which then develops students’ personality, mentality and creativity. The competence of reading for the beauty is shown by elements and the degree from recognizing, analyzing to explaining to perceiving aesthetic information and the beauty of literature.
* The competence of aesthetic perception and literary appreciation
The teaching of literary texts is a special, complicated, and creative process of aesthetic awareness. In the teaching of literary texts, the competence of aesthetic perception and literary appreciation is regarded as the featured competence that connects the visual thinking to the characterized linguistic art and the reflecting feature of literature. It is shown by ability to feel the beauty of literature, the aesthetic values; ability to raise awareness of the beauty and personal the aesthetic feelings; evaluation, comment and discussion about the aesthetic values expressed through literary works.
*The competence of reproducing and creating beauty. 
In the act of perceiving literature, the reproduction of images is an indispensible competence, characteristic or habit. This is not only the manipulation of thoughts into the world of the text, the coming to the soul of the work, but also the secret of transmitting the text effectively.
As receivers, students recognize the artistic world of the literary texts through the verbal shades. They have the opportunity to reveal the creativity and proactivity in the process of forming meanings for the texts and profoundly connect them to the real life and increase their practicality. This competence is shown through ability to know, understand, reproduce, imagine and explain the beauty of the text of the literary works; to suggest and create personally characterized aesthetic values.
* The competence of experiencing aesthetics 
The most magical aspect of literature is the search for the same souls (To Huu) and the teaching of literary texts is an inner journey that involves the use of subject’s inner self to understand others’ (Hoai Thanh). Every author in creating an art work desires to express himself and search for a share, a resonance and dialogue from readers through their words and images. Reading literary texts is to understand the life and its principles. The teaching of literary text is also the teaching of reading and self-reading in order to be kind in the future. By experiencing real-life situations depicted in the literary texts, students perceive, judge and solve the problems that we can find in the real life. Moreover, it connects and brings literature to life. It is shown though the ability to recognize the effects of the text; understand and respect living values, apply them in handling issues in study process and real life. 
2.1.3. Enhancing literary competence for students in the teaching and learning of literary texts. 
0. Different concepts of enhancement.
Researchers from different view points nurture different insights into the concept of enhancement. From such published works as [2], [61], [65], [69], [70] ... we understand that enhancement is the process of improving knowledge and skills in a specific professional field on the basis of the already existed professional level. 
As above mentioned, we approach this concept on the basis of the following signs: Firstly, subjects of the enhancement process have already been trained to reach a certain professional level. Secondly, this is the process of appropriately updating, supplementing and reinforcing the deficiency of knowledge and skills to develop the ability of a specialized field. Thirdly, the concept of enhancement in education is the enrichment of the already existed knowledge and skills in order to improve the effectiveness of the current job. Next, enhancement in education is continuous steps with a close relationship between formation and development. It is the process in which the subject affects the target educational audience to increase their motivation and good characteristics. Finally, in the teaching of Literature, enhancement is the enrichment of the updated literary knowledge on the basis of nurturing literary knowledge and skills to develop more.
0. [bookmark: _Toc494438271][bookmark: _Toc494436954]The meaning of enhancing literary competence for students. 
The biggest challenge to every society is the vigorous and unstopped fluctuation of all life components, especially science and technology. The contemporary world is changing and in order to survive people need to intensively change and compete.  
With its characterized feature in general education, Literature is an important subject included in the curriculum, helping students develop their ability of communication, problem-solving, aesthetic perception or good ethics and conducts. This subject also enhances students’ literary competence, and the teachers themselves also benefit from this. 
0. [bookmark: _Toc494438272][bookmark: _Toc494436955]The relationship between the teaching of literary text reading comprehension and the enhancement of literary competence for students. 
The teaching of Literature in general and of literary texts in particular has to form and develop reading comprehension skills for students. On this basis, students are able to self-enhance and develop their reading ability. In the teaching of literary texts, reading ability involves reading for comprehension of both linguistics and aesthetics.
 Nowadays, the reading of texts exists as a breakthrough method in teaching Literature at high schools. Reading comprehension acquires an important role in building literary competence for students. The teaching of literary texts is lessons full of creativity and aesthetic resonance on the basis of the interaction between students and their inner selves, between the works and the outside world. Also from this interaction, students build meaning for the works basing on their background knowledge and look for the passion when enjoying the aesthetics. Besides, enhancement is also the process of self-study and self-practices. By learning literary texts, students can improve their aesthetic ability. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501506][bookmark: _Toc510501385][bookmark: _Toc510501132][bookmark: _Toc510456804][bookmark: _Toc494438273][bookmark: _Toc494436956]2.1.4. The procedure of literary competence building for students
[bookmark: _Toc494438274][bookmark: _Toc494436957]2.1.4.1. Principles of procedure development
* Be suitable with the content of Literature teaching in the current period. 
When developing the procedure for literary competence enhancement in the teaching of literary texts, it is essential to pay attention to the appropriateness to the content of Literature teaching in the current phase in order to assure the effectiveness; meeting the demands and objectives of the Literature subject at high schools. 
* Be suitable with the subjects 
The procedure is design with regard to the appropriateness with the training objectives and students’ personalities. In the process of enhancement, a set of solutions should be appropriate to consolidate and develop individual skills. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]* Be suitable with psychology and philology. 
When building literary competence, it is important to consider the combination of practice and periodical assessments. The activeness and creativity of students and their interaction with teachers need to be placed much attention on.
[bookmark: _Toc494438275][bookmark: _Toc494436958]2.1.4.2. The procedure
On the basis of the system of the componential competences, we develop a five-step procedure to enhance literary competence for students as the following: Surveying the current status of enhancement; identifying goals and demands; developing plan; implementing the plan and assessing the process. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501562][bookmark: _Toc510501441][bookmark: _Toc510501188][bookmark: _Toc510456860][bookmark: _Toc494438409][bookmark: _Toc494437092]2.2. The practical basis
[bookmark: _Toc510501563][bookmark: _Toc510501442][bookmark: _Toc510501189][bookmark: _Toc510456861][bookmark: _Toc494438410][bookmark: _Toc494437093]2.2.1. The objective of surveying
  To investigate the literary competence, the current status of literary competence assessment in the teaching of literary text sat high schools. 
[bookmark: _Toc494438412]2.2.2. Participants
   80 teachers of Literature and nearly 1900 grade 11 and 12 students at high schools in Hanoi, Vinh Phuc and Quang Ninh.
[bookmark: _Toc510501564][bookmark: _Toc510501443][bookmark: _Toc510501190][bookmark: _Toc510456862][bookmark: _Toc494438413][bookmark: _Toc494437094]2.2.3. Content
Surveying teachers and students after their activity of reading literary texts. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501565][bookmark: _Toc510501444][bookmark: _Toc510501191][bookmark: _Toc510456863][bookmark: _Toc494438414][bookmark: _Toc494437095]2.2.4. Methods
Methods including qualitative, quantitative, teaching experiments, summarizing, document referencing and data processing are employed in this research. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501566][bookmark: _Toc510501445][bookmark: _Toc510501192][bookmark: _Toc510456864][bookmark: _Toc494438415][bookmark: _Toc494437096]2.2.5. Results
2.2.5.1. The current situation of high school students’ literary competence 
On the basis of collecting and analyzing qualitative and quantitative data, we recognize that students’ literary competence in general, and their aesthetic competence in particular have not been developed. 
2.2.5.2. The current situation of literary competence assessment at high schools
Results analyzed from the survey shows that 70% of teachers acknowledge that the biggest challenge that high school students face when developing skills are their lack of confidence, poor reading comprehension and teamwork skills. Therefore, it is essential for them to have more practice in different ways. 
Summary of chapter 2
The dissertation continues to clarify some of the theoretical concepts regarding the literary competence and its elements, and the literary competence enhancement for students by surveying and analyzing the current situation of students’ literary competence and its assessments at high schools. Then the procedure for literary competence enhancement is developed including specific steps and periods in accordance with the teaching and learning of literary texts at high schools
[bookmark: _Toc510501568][bookmark: _Toc510501447][bookmark: _Toc510501194][bookmark: _Toc494438417][bookmark: _Toc494437098]


CHAPTER 3: SOLUTIONS OF ENHANCING STUDENTS LITERARY COMPETENCE IN THE TEACHING OF LITERARY TEXTSAT HIGH SCHOOLS
[bookmark: _Toc510501569][bookmark: _Toc510501448][bookmark: _Toc510501195][bookmark: _Toc494438418][bookmark: _Toc494437099][bookmark: _Toc485132988]3.1. Orientations for the development of solutions to enhance literary competence for students in the teaching of literary texts
[bookmark: _Toc510501570][bookmark: _Toc510501449][bookmark: _Toc510501196][bookmark: _Toc494438419][bookmark: _Toc494437100]3.1.1. Emphasizing students’ activeness, initiative and creativity when organizing activities to improve their literary competence
This is in fact the process of bringing students into teaching and learning of Literature, making them the master of their own learning under teachers’ guidance. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501571][bookmark: _Toc510501450][bookmark: _Toc510501197][bookmark: _Toc494438420][bookmark: _Toc494437101]3.1.2. Increasing the practicability and connectivity with the reality
A literary text is an open system which is operating. The teaching of Literature not only helps students acquire knowledge, techniques and skills but also develop their capacity to be confident when stepping into the real life themselves. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501572][bookmark: _Toc510501451][bookmark: _Toc510501198][bookmark: _Toc494438421]3.1.3. Building a strong connection in the innovation of teaching, assessing and implementing the assessment
Competence-oriented learning requires innovations in teaching methods and assessment of Literature at high schools. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501573][bookmark: _Toc510501452][bookmark: _Toc510501199][bookmark: _Toc494438422][bookmark: _Toc494437102][bookmark: _Toc494438423]3.2. Solutions for enhancing literacy competence for students in the teaching of literary texts. 
3.2.1. Solution 1: Facilitate students to approach literary texts and works, help them develop fundamental and common knowledge of Vietnamese and literature
[bookmark: _Toc494438424][bookmark: _Toc494437103]3.2.1.1. Objectives of the solution
A literary text is a lively picture of life and human entities that brings readers interesting aesthetic views and sympathy about the beauty of the nature and human souls; bringing them a new way of enjoying life. Exposing students to literary texts and allowing them to self-enrich knowledge of both linguistic and aesthetic values is a crucial factor laying the foundation for the next steps in the process of developing students’ literary competence?  Literary works are a vivid picture of human life that brings readers interesting aesthetic concepts, helps them feel the beauty of nature and human souls, helps them feel the life in a new way. Facilitating students to approach literary texts and works and helping them develop a common and fundamental knowledge of Vietnamese and literature is an important factor as a basis for next phases in the process of improving literary competence for students. The students will be provided with knowledge and means of approaching and assessing literature.
[bookmark: _Toc494438425][bookmark: _Toc494437104]3.2.1.2. Methods for implementation
Students should be regularly exposed to literary texts in order to self-enrich knowledge of both linguistic and aesthetic values through practice. The students are continuously improved and instructed to approach literary works as well as develop common and fundamental knowledge of Vietnamese and literature through practical activities. Learning happens through appropriate active teaching methods with such different learning forms as individual learning, group learning or the combination of both. 
[bookmark: _Toc494438426][bookmark: _Toc494438429]3.2.2. Solution 2: Student’s ability to perceive and enjoy aesthetics is improved by organizing and instructing the students to analyze and explain meanings of the art details included in the literary works 
3.2.2.1. Objectives
In Literature, the aesthetic details play an important role of a componential factor making the text as well as of a place to convey writer’s concept, and concern about life and human. Through the activity of analyzing and identifying meaning of the aesthetic details in the texts, teachers awake students’ own voice in the process of perceiving and appreciating aesthetics. 
3.2.2.2. Method for implementation
This is a quite important step in students’ process of perceiving aesthetics and it, step by step, leads students further into the literary texts so that they can discover layers of hidden meanings and realize the ideological and artistic values of the literary text. The analysis and interpretation of the aesthetic details can be conducted through such teaching activities as comparing, suggesting, discussing or judging, expressing personal thoughts and viewpoints…..
3.2.3. Solution 3: Enhancing the competence of reproducing and creating the beauty through reading comprehension questions of the literary texts 
[bookmark: _Toc494438430][bookmark: _Toc494437107]3.2.3.1. Objectives 
In Literature, the aesthetic images are built by words, an untouchable asset which cannot be touched or perceived in the normal ways. Therefore, it is essential to reproduce those images. Besides teachers need to bring students opportunities to experience themselves and develop their activeness in Literature leaning, deepening old knowledge, developing new knowledge and practising skills.
[bookmark: _Toc494438431][bookmark: _Toc494437108]3.2.3.2. Method for implementation
In the teaching process, on the basis of developing students’ competence of reproducing and creating beauty, teachers can select various types of content to design exercises, questions for the reading comprehension which are appropriate at different learning subjects. The exercises and questions, in other words, are specific learning tasks that guide students to mobilize their thoughts in order to acquire, understand and apply knowledge and skills into solving real-life problems. Teachers guide and facilitate students so that they are active and independent in their own learning, in working with the textbooks and materials of three different phases: before, during and after the lesson. 
[bookmark: _Toc494438432]3.2.4. Solution 4: Developing students’ competence of experiencing aesthetics through problematic situations built in the literary texts
[bookmark: _Toc494438433][bookmark: _Toc494437109]3.2.4.1. Objectives
This is an optimal solution to instruct students to use their mind and intellectual ability combined with their own sensibility to solve problematic issues arising in learning Literature. It is when problems and conflicts are solved that students’ knowledge and skills are developed. 
Besides, it is essential to promote the experience of creativity of the aesthetic world built in the literary texts in each individual. Teachers should be always aware of the experience in order to help students profoundly understand the value of the artistic work and diversify their own life experience and social knowledge, bring them motivation to enjoy life and keep believing in life values, and comfort them.  
Furthermore, this teaching and learning method breaks down the traditional method as well as the negative habits in teaching, making Literature an enjoyable and exciting subject. Teachers indirectly improve their own professional level and get more inspiration in teaching.
[bookmark: _Toc494438434][bookmark: _Toc494437110]3.2.4.2. Method for implementation
In the teaching of literary texts, students are the subjects of the process, being the centre with the role of exploring and creating aesthetics. In the teaching of literary texts at high schools, teachers can propose problematic situations in the literary texts on the basis of questions or problem-arousing exercises or even on students themselves in specific situations arising from reality as role playing, dramatizing literary texts or connecting literature to the real-life experiences. 
Through solving specific learning tasks, students’ competence of experience creativity is developed or place students in specific situations, issues araising in real life such as role play, dramatization of literary works, connection of literature with life…by handling specific issues and finishing study
CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER 3
Chapter 3 of this dissertation places the focus on identifying a system of specific teaching methods to develop high school students’ literary competence in the teaching of literary texts. Therefore, this chapter can be considered as the core of the dissertation reflecting our research objectives
[bookmark: _Toc510501575][bookmark: _Toc510501454][bookmark: _Toc510501201]
CHAPTER 4: 	TEACHING EXPERIMENTS
[bookmark: _Toc510501577][bookmark: _Toc510501456]4.1. Objectives and requirements of teaching experiments.
[bookmark: _Toc510501578][bookmark: _Toc510501457]4.1.1. Objectives
 We conduct teaching experiments to examine the feasibility, practicality and effectiveness of the proposed solutions, and confirm the scientific theory mentioned in the dissertation 
[bookmark: _Toc510501579][bookmark: _Toc510501458]4.1.2. Requirements
  The implementation process should be thoroughly prepared with objectiveness and honesty following the orientation of the dissertation.       
[bookmark: _Toc510501580][bookmark: _Toc510501459]4.2. Participants and location
[bookmark: _Toc510501581][bookmark: _Toc510501460]4.2.1. Participants
	The target participants of our dissertation are high school students graded 10, 11, and 12.   The experimental classes and controlled classes have equal number of student participants with the same level, characteristics and learning conditions. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501582][bookmark: _Toc510501461]4.2.2. Location
[bookmark: _Toc510501583]      The experiment is conducted in 03 high schools including 01 class of grade 10, 11 and 12 respectively in Quang Ninh, Vinh Phuc and Hanoi. 
4.3. The content of the teaching experiment
There are two phases including before and after the experiment in order to reflect the change in students achievements compared to the starting point; student’s literary competence compared with before testing.
[bookmark: _Toc510501584][bookmark: _Toc510501462]4.4. Principles
The experiment is conducted on the basis of explicit, objective and equal theories. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501585][bookmark: _Toc510501463][bookmark: _Toc510501203]4.5. Timeline for implementation
[bookmark: _Toc510501586][bookmark: _Toc510501464][bookmark: _Toc510501204]4.5.1. Period 1: From 5 September 2017 to 5 October, 2017
[bookmark: _Toc510501587][bookmark: _Toc510501465][bookmark: _Toc510501205]4.5.2. Period 2: From 10 October, 2017 to 10 November, 2017
4.6. Procedure 
[bookmark: _Toc510501588][bookmark: _Toc510501466][bookmark: _Toc510501206]4.6.1. Step 1: Preparation
- Developing a detailed plan for the experiment which clearly identifies the objectives, participants, content, procedure and methods for implementation. 
- Meeting and informing teachers and students of the objectives of the experiment, guiding them to have experimental lessons before coming to the second period. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501589][bookmark: _Toc510501467][bookmark: _Toc510501207]4.6.2. Step 2: Experimental teaching
Teachers conduct experimental teaching as designed in the dissertation. The researcher observes the lessons. This procedure is implemented with two rounds. After round 1, the author edits and supplements the lesson plans and conducts the second round as modified. 
[bookmark: _Toc510501590][bookmark: _Toc510501468][bookmark: _Toc510501208]4.6.3. Step 3: Assessment
4.6.3.1. Criteria for assessment
Comparing the results before and after the experiments of the experimental classes and controlled classes
Comparing the results of the pre-test and post test of the experimental classes.
4.6.3.2. Data analysis method
Microsoft Excel 2010 was employed to analyze the data: descriptive statistics and deductive statistics.
[bookmark: _Toc510501592][bookmark: _Toc510501470][bookmark: _Toc510501210]4.7.1. Qualitative analysis of the result
Student participants’ test scores were collected and categorized into grade 10, 11, and 12 respectively. Then statistical and experimental results were prepared. Students’ performance is scored on the score-card and then we use M.Excel 2010 software to measure the frequency of students scoring x1
CONCLUSION OF CHAPTER 4
Chapter 4 presents the process of implementing and assessing the teaching experiments with specifically proposed instruments. From the qualitative and quantitative analysis, theoretical and practical issues concerned with developing students’ literary competence in the teaching of literary texts at high schools are clearly identified. 
CONCLUSION
1. In the 21st century, when there witnesses strong development in human knowledge, education and training in general, teaching and learning in particular are urged to have appropriate changes in order to integrate and develop. Competence-based education is considered as an essential goal so that students can quickly self-assert and adapt to any coming situations. 
1. In high schools, Literature is a core subject functioning as a tool and an aesthetic subject to equip students with specialized literary competence, meeting the demands of the reality and international trend in general education. 
1. Results from the investigation into the current situation of students’ literary competence and assessment of students’ literary competence in the teaching of literary texts at high school show that it is vital to develop specialized literary competence for students. 
1. Three principles guiding the development of solutions for enhancing students’ literary competence are identified. On that basis, 04 solutions for developing students’ literary competence are proposed. For each solution, the objectives, methods for implementation and examples are provided.  
1. Experimental teaching is organized to exemplify the practicality and effectiveness of the proposed solutions. 
	Based on the research results, it can be concluded that the research has fulfilled the tasks and achieved its initial goals. It is from the dissertation that solutions for enhancing students’ literary competence in the teaching of literary texts are feasible and effective, contributing to enhance the teaching and learning of the Literature at high schools. Moreover, the proposed pedagogical solutions reflect the student-centered teaching method and students’ autonomy. 
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